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Welcome to the Choose Framingham Newsletter

A Letter from Mike Gatlin, Chair of the Economic Development and Industrial
Corporation, and Arthur Robert, Director of the Community and Economic Development
Division

Welcome backto the Choose Framingham
newsletter! We are devotingthis issue to the
subject of an excitingnew opportunity
downtowntransit oriented development(TOD).
Last month, Framinghamresidents took a big
step forward by votingfor zoningchanges
intendedto attract new investment and more
people to our downtown.These zoning

if changesare critical to spurringTOD in

\ DowntownFraminghambecause they allow the

: Town and developersthe flexibility needed to

build housingthat will attract more youngpeopleto the downtown.

Over a span of 2 1/2 years, the Town pursueda comprehensiveapproachto stakeholder
engagement,market research, and outreach that other municipalitiesshould consider following.
We worked with the Metropolitan Area PlanningCouncilto assess TOD feasibility, developa plan,
and recommendzoningchangesfor DowntownFramingham. We then held a number of focus
groupsand publicmeetings, listened to residents regardingboth their concernsand their hopes
for a vital neighborhood,and improvedthe zoningalongthe way. Througha variety of ways,
throughoutthe process we communicatedwith members of Town Meeting, businesses, residents,



and others about the proposedchangesand the benefits they will bringto the Town.

In the end, membersvoted in overwhelmingnumbersto supportthe zoningchangeat the Fall
Special Town Meeting. We are grateful for the hard work of all of the agenciesand individuals
involved. And we are lookingforward to workingwith the business community, residents, and
others to transform DowntownFraminghaminto a vibrant neighborhoodwhere peoplelive, work,
and thrive.

Sincerely!

Mike Gatlin

Chair,

EconomicDevelopmentand Industrial Corporation
Town of Framingham

Arthur Robert

Director,

Divisionof Communityand EconomicDevelopment
Town of Framingham

Transit Oriented Development: A Primer

What is transit oriented development(TOD)? Briefly, TOD creates mixed use, denser communities
that encouragepeopleto live, work and shop near transit services and decrease their dependence
ondriving. When located in urban centers, TOD around transit hubs can help spur revitalization.
DowntownFramingham,whose commuterrail station is the 10th most active among 133 stations,
is ideally suited for this kind of development.

Examples of peer communitieswho have transformed neighborhoodsthroughTOD include:

. City of Waltham over the past several years, the City of Waltham's downtownhas become
a vibrant, walkable place filled with trendy restaurants and stores. Two developments
located near the MBTA commuterrail station Cronin's Landingand The Merc have led to
a combinedtotal of 550 new units of housingand 53,095 square feet of retail space.
Several other projects are in the planningstage.

« Town of Natick Framingham'sneighbor,the Town of Natick, has also pursued TOD
opportunities. The Modera Natick Center brought150 new housingunits on a 6 acre site
near their DowntownMBTA commuterrail station.

« City of Marlborough like Framingham,the City of Marlboroughhas assessed how zoning
changeswill lead to more housingoptions for its downtown. The City recently passed
zoningchangesthat will lead to revisingdesignstandards, relaxing parkingrequirements,
and redefiningallowable uses. All of these are intendedto attract more peopleto live in
their downtown. Marlborough currently lacks a publictransit connectionto Boston, a fact
city leaders seek to change.

CommunitiesthroughoutMassachusetts acknowledgethat commuterrail and public
transportation optionsare assets to spurringsustainable development. Examples of successful
TOD projects, which have led to reinvigoratedneighborhoods,exist across the Commonwealth.



We are lookingforward to Framinghamjoiningtheir ranks.

Framingham Town Meeting Votes to Rezone Downtown Framingham
Will Facilitate Transit Oriented Development to Revitalize Downtown

On October 22nd, at a Special Town Meeting, members voted overwhelminglyto approve zoning
changesneededto promote transit oriented developmentin DowntownFramingham. Two
warrant articles were approved. The first, approvingimportantzoningbylaw changes, received a
vote of 116 to 10 in support. The second, to expandthe downtownzoningdistrict, received an
approvalvote of 129 to 9. Both votes highlightstrong support within the communityfor a
revitalized downtown.

The goal of the zoningchangesis to make
DowntownFraminghaman attractive, vibrant,
diverse center that will be a hub of economic
activity for the MetroWest region. The new
zoningwill encouragemore density for the
neighborhood,while also loweringthe parking
requirements and promotingmore flexible =
use. The zoningchangesalso simplify
requirements, whichincreases predictability,
reduces uncertainty, and encourages
investmentin the downtown. At the same
time, the changeswill still protect the unique character of DowntownFraminghamthroughdesign
standards and guidelinesand other appropriate controls.

Concordat Howard Street Before TOD

Additionally,members voted to increase the
downtownbusinessdistrict to places that
are a 10 minute walk from the Downtown
Framinghamcommuterrail station. The
expandedarea will now join downtownand
the Farm Pond regionand with the zoning
changes, will create a unified, coherent
developmentprocess for this important part
of Framingham.

"Residents and officials have longrecognized Concordat Howard Street - After TOD
what a treasure DowntownFraminghamis to

the region," said Art Robert, Director of the Town's Communityand EconomicDevelopment
Division. "We're grateful to Town Meeting membersfor givingour proposala tremendousvote of
confidence it sends the signalthat new developmentis welcome here in Framingham.Going
forward, we're lookingforward to workingwith developersto create a thrivingand vibrant
downtownwith new residents and business."

Interested in learning more about the Town of Framingham's plans for transibriented



development in Downtown Framingham? Watch this shortideg courtesy of the Metropolitan
Area Planning Council.
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The FraminghamEconomicDevelopmentand Industrial Corporation (EDIC) was establishedin 1995 to
stimulate economicdevelopmentand expand employmentopportunitiesin the Town of Framingham
in accordancewith the town's approvedeconomicdevelopmentplans.
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