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Welcome to the Choose Framingham Newsletter

Town Meeting Approves Tax Increment Financing (TIF) Agreement with Jack's Abby
Brewing, LLC

On April 28th, FraminghamTown Meeting members overwhelminglyvoted to approve a Tax
Increment Financing(TIF) agreementbetween the Town and the award winningJack's Abby
Brewing, LLC Under the terms of the agreement, the companyhas committedto investing$6
million over a seven year period for an expandedcraft brewingfacility, located at 100 Clinton
Street. The companyhas also committedto creating 35 additional permanent, full time jobs and
retainingits corporate headquartersin Framingham.In return, the Town has agreedto exempta
portion of the increase in property taxes resultingfrom the company'sinvestment.

"The highlypositive vote shows leadership commitmentto supportinga dynamicDowntown,a
great place to live and work," said EconomicDevelopmentDirector Art Robert. "The expansion
will drive new economicactivity into Downtownwhile creatingan attractive amenity supporting
employersand residents, while attracting out of town visitors, too."

The companyis also planningto create an accessory restaurant/tap room at the site, whichis not
supportedby the TIF agreement.

Framinghambeganworkingwith the companyduringthe Summerof 2014, providingsite



selection and permittingassistance. This engagement,alongwith the TIF agreement, helpedthe
company"Choose Framingham"for its expansion.

Town Meeting Approves Beautification Funds

Last year, the Divisionof Communityand EconomicDevelopmentinstituted a new pilot program
to issue beautificationfunds to area businesses. The purpose was to encouragevisual
improvementsthat serve as a catalyst for further investmentin the Town of Framingham.

The program, which elicited a lot of interest
from establishmentsaround town, was a
success. Ten businessesin highlyvisible areas
around Framinghamreceived a $3,500 grantto -
help upgradesigns, facades, surface parkinglots, —
planters, and to improve landscaping. ferone
Businesses that utilized the programincluded

Pho Dakao, Tedeschi's, the StonegateGroup, AV's Market Il, and Centre Music. The $33,000 the
Town providedleveragedan additional $49,000 in private investment.

~sswu e So we are very pleased that Town Meeting
\MP"\c D% N g approvedan additional $35,000 in beautification
S fundsin the 2016 budget.Businesses interested
in applyingfor these resources shouldvisit our
Web pageto see if they are eligibleand to learn
serone ; more about the applicationprocess. The grant
maximumis $3,500, and will reimburse 50

i ——

percent of the total cost of a project.

Andthank you to Town Meeting members for this vote of confidencein our community!

Improving Your Home? Choose Framingham and Check Out These Framingham
Businesses

Summer has finally arrived in Framingham,and for many, that meansit's time to make
improvementsto their home. Whether that means installinga new deck, upgradinga kitchen, or
puttinga fresh coat of paint on your home, summeris the time to get those important projects
done.

Luckily, the Town of Framinghamhas a strong cluster of businessesthat can assist residents and
small businesseswith their improvementprojects. To help connecthomeownersand others with
those establishments, the Division of Communityand EconomicDevelopmenthas put togethera
list of home improvementbusinessesaround town. You can find that list at the Choose
FraminghamWeb site.



From shops selling paint to interior designestablishmentsto hardware stores, homeownersand
renters need never leave Framinghamto touch up and refresh their homes. The list includes
information on the businesses, links to their Web sites, and contactinformation. So whenyou're
starting your home improvementprojects this summer, please make sure to Choose Framingham!

Town of Framingham Investing in Southeast Framingham
Visit by Massachusetts Secretary of Hausing and Economic Development Jay Ash
Highlights Planning Effort

On Tuesday, May 19th, Massachusetts Secretary of Housingand EconomicDevelopmentJay Ash
visited Framinghamto kick off a new NeighborhoodMaster Plan project to revitalize Southeast
Framingham. At the event, Secretary Ash announceda $50,000 grant of state funds, to be
administeredthroughthe Metropolitan Area PlanningCouncil(MAPC), for Southeast Framingham.

The project will focus on bringinga new set of developmentopportunitiesto an area of town that
is in need of coordinated, up to date planningand zoning. It will be led by Framingham's
Communityand EconomicDevelopmentDivisionand supportedby MAPC's District Local Technical
Assistance (DLTA) program, a state fund that helps to promote regional collaboration, economic
development,better land use and zoning,and environmental protection.

At the event, FraminghamTown Manager Bob Halpin said, "This is an excitingstep forward for
south Framingham." Secretary Ash echoed that sentiment, saying, "There's a great deal of hope
here for the possibilitiesthat exist for this portion of Framingham." Representatives Tom
Sannicandroand Chris Walsh were also on hand at the event to lend their supportto the project.

To read more about the kick off and the project to reinvigorate Southeast Framingham, please see
coveragein the MetroWest Daily News, the Boston Globe, and the FraminghamPatch.

The Villages Planning Continues

Over the past several months, the Town of Framingham'sEconomic Developmentand Industrial
Corporation (EDIC) has undertakena planningand market analysis for the villagecommercial
centers of Saxonvilleand Nobscotin North Framingham. Residents of those neighborhoodshave
turned out to offer their ideas at a number of communitymeetingsthroughoutthe winter and
spring,and we are lookingforward to hearingmore from them at the final meetingsin June.

Saxonvilleand Nobscot have great potential to leverage their assets to becomevital commercial
centers for the Town of Framingham. Some preliminary observationsand ideas have emerged
throughthis planninganalysis: the need to transform underperformingproperties, expandthe
neighborhoods'walkability, connectto recreational resources, and make sure the services and
new uses for the commercial centers meet the needs of the surroundingresidences.



We know that residents in those neighborhoodsare eager to see those commercialcenters meet
their needs while retainingthe unique character that attracted them to Saxonvilleor Nobscotin
the first place. This process has allowed everyone an opportunityto outline their hopes for the
communitywhile also allowingthe Town to evaluate feasible ways to improve and revitalize these
centers.

The final communitymeetingfor Nobscot will be held on Monday, June 8th at 7:00 pm at Heritage
at FraminghamSenior Living.The final meetingfor Saxonvillewill be held on Thursday, June 11th
at 7:00 pm at Stapleton Elementary School. To learn more about those meetingsand the Villages
Planningproject, please visit our Web site: www.framinghamma.gov/Villages2015
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The FraminghamEconomicDevelopmentand Industrial Corporation (EDIC) was establishedin 1995 to
stimulate economicdevelopmentand expand employmentopportunitiesin the Town of Framingham
in accordancewith the town's approvedeconomicdevelopmentplans.
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