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Welcome to the Choose Framingham Newsletter

Revitalizing Framingham's Downtown

DowntownFraminghamwas once one of the region's greatindustrialand commercial centers.
Defined by the intersection of ConcordStreet and Waverly Street, DowntownFraminghamfirst
evolvedin the late 19th century with the railroads. In the 20th century, it became the home of two
major manufacturingfacilities DennisonManufacturingand the General Motors Framingham
Assemblyplant. But over the past several decades, the area has become stagnant, with less
investmentto attract new businessesand fewer visitors to keep downtownvibrant.

What remains is tremendous potential. With a commuterrail stop and a charmingcommercial
center, DowntownFraminghamis poised to becomelively and excitingonce again. The Town of
Framinghamis workingto revitalize the area througha variety of means, so as to attract new
investment, new visitors, and new energy. The first, necessary step in our plans? To rezone the
Central Business District to encouragetransit oriented development(TOD).

Working with the Metropolitan Area PlanningCouncil(MAPC), the Town of Framinghamhas
developeda strategy for attracting transit oriented developmentfor the area. TODis a
developmentstrategy that focuses investmentaround key transportation hubs, such as commuter
rail stations, which will promote vibrant, walkable environments. Communitiesthroughout
Massachusetts, includingWaltham and Lowell, have revitalized older commercial centers and
improvedeconomicdevelopmentand expandedtheir tax base by focusingon developingnew
residential real estate and commercial space opportunitiesnear key transportation junctures.




Over the next few months, you'll be hearing more from the town about the Central Business
District rezoningeffort that we think is necessary to attract transit oriented developmentto the
neighborhood. Current zoninglaws in the Town of Framinghamdiscouragedevelopersfrom
creatingthe kind of new units that will attract youngprofessionals and others who may otherwise
be attracted to Framingham'ssmall town atmosphere and convenientproximity to Boston.

The growingrestaurant and pub scene in DowntownFraminghamcan be a draw for youngpeople
to move to Framinghamif they have access to reasonably priced, highquality apartments. The
proposedstrategy recommendsmakingchangesto the existingCentral Business District zoningto
encouragethis developmentwhile also reflecting the strength of the neighborhood's
manufacturinglegacyand its diversity. Working with the MAPC, the Town performed a feasibility
analysis for new developmentin Downtownto directly inform what the zoningregulationsshould
specify to preserve the Downtowncharacter while allowingenoughgrowth to make the area an
attractive place for developersand property owners to invest in.

We look forward to providingmore information on this effort and to receivingfeedbackfrom you
regardingthis proposedplan. You can receive more information on this effort
at www.framinghamma.qgov/TOD

Upcomingcommunitymeetingson this initiative include:

« April 1 CommunityWorkshop FraminghamPublicLibrary,9 11am
« April 2 CommunityWorkshop Memorial Building,1 3pm
« May 18 PlanningBoard hearingcontinuation,7pm

Boston Heart Diagnostics to Expand Framingham Headquarters

Boston Heart Diagnostics whichimproves heart health throughthe use of its advanceddiagnostic
tools and services, will be expandingits laboratory and administrative offices, locatedin
Framingham,Massachusetts. The growingcompanywill be addingan additional 35,000 square
feet of space at 200 CrossingBoulevard in Framingham,in a buildingowned by National

Development

"We are excitedto be expandingour administrative offices and addingto our laboratory spacein
Framingham," said Susan Hertzberg, President and Chief Executive Officer of Boston Heart
Diagnostics."Our founders have a longhistory and professional standingin Framingham.We
operate on the premise that heart disease is preventableand reversible in the vast majority of
Americans, so accessingcare early and before the initiation of chronicdisease is goodfor patient
quality of life and muchless expensiveto the healthcare system. Havingmore space affords us the
opportunityto improve the heart health of men and women across the country."

Boston Heart Diagnosticsfocuses on the detection, diagnosis,and prevention of cardiovascular
disease. They are transformingthe treatment of cardiovasculardisease by providinghealthcare
providers and their patients with novel, personalizeddiagnosticsand reports and integrated
customizedlifestyle programsthat have the power to changethe way cliniciansand patients
communicateabout disease and improve heart health. The companyprovidesservices for
cliniciansin all 50 states.



"The Town of Framinghamhas a reputation for nurturingstart ups and helpingthem growinto
major corporations,” said Arthur Robert, Director of the Town of Framingham'sDivision of
Communityand EconomicDevelopment."Boston Heart Diagnosticsis a prime example of how a
small start up usingthe latest in cardiovasculardisease diagnosticsto help keep people healthy
can mature into a major businessin Framingham."

The company, which was foundedin Framinghamin 2007, currently occupies71,000 square feet
of space at two locationsin the Town. With the expansion,Boston Heart Diagnosticswill
eventuallyinhabit 111,000 square feet of space. The companyhas grownfrom just three
employeesat its foundingto more than 350 employeescurrently and will continueto hire in
conjunctionwith this expansion.

"It is rewardingto see a homegrowncompanylike Boston Heart Diagnosticsgrow and expand,”

said Jack O'Neil, ManagingPartner of National Development."lt is also excitingto see renewed

interest from the healthcare services communityin the variety of office space that Framingham
has to offer."

New Dining Guide Available at ChooseFramingham.com

Lookingfor a place to spenda casual Friday nighthavingdinner with friends? Or maybeyou're
just lookingfor a new lunch spot duringyour work week? The goodnews is that the Town of
Framinghamhas plenty of quality diningoptions of all different kinds of cuisine available for
residents and visitors alike. The bad news is havingto choose!

To help expediteyour diningplans, Choose Framinghamhas recently launchedits online 2015
DiningGuide for the Town of Framingham. The updatedguideincludes optionsfor searchingall of
the restaurants, coffee shops, and sandwich stops by location, by price, and by cuisine. So
whether you are lookingfor a bagelin the morning, a slice of pizzafor lunch, or a goodold
fashioned steak for dinner, you can find it in Framinghamthroughthe diningguide.

Please visit www.chooseframinghamcom/diningguidefor more informationand
www.chooseframingham.comto learn more about other entertainmentand recreation optionsin
Framingham.

On Marathon Day, Framingham Celebratesthe 6th Mile Moment

For the secondyear in a row, Framinghamwill be celebratingthe 6th Mile Moment on Marathon
Day (Monday, April 20th). Locatedat the crossroads of Routes 126 and 135, the 6th Mile Moment
givesthe communitythe opportunityto celebrate its part in the historic Boston Marathon.

This year's celebration will includelive music with Bloco AfroBrazil, an interactive percussion
ensemble, face painting,sign making,and food from local vendors. There will be after parties at
the Deluxe Depot Diner, the AmazingThingsArts Center, Pho Dakao and the Tavern. The events
will be broadcastat their Web site  www.sixmilemoment.com




To learn more about the 6th Mile Moment, please visit their Web site or their Facebookpage.
And we hopeyou'll join your friends and neighborsto celebrate Marathon Day in Framingham.
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The FraminghamEconomicDevelopmentand Industrial Corporation (EDIC) was establishedin 1995 to
stimulate economicdevelopmentand expand employmentopportunitiesin the Town of Framingham
in accordancewith the town's approvedeconomicdevelopmentplans.
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